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Press release 

 

Synthetic fuels – energy source of the future 

Study confirms: liquid renewable fuels are vital for an energy supply that is largely 

greenhouse gas-neutral. 

Hemmingstedt, 7 February 2019 – The results of the ‘Status und Perspektiven flüssiger 

Energieträger in der Energiewende’ (Status and prospects of liquid energy sources for the energy 

revolution) study were also presented for the first time for the northern German region yesterday 

evening in Hamburg. Jürgen Wollschläger, managing director of Raffinerie Heide GmbH, was 

involved in a subsequent expert discussion. The study conducted by Prognos AG demonstrates that 

liquid renewable, or synthetic, fuels will be vital in the future to ensure an energy supply that is 

predominantly greenhouse gas-neutral, as laid out by the Paris Agreement of 2015. Raffinerie Heide 

GmbH is already active in this field, the production of liquid, renewable sources of energy using 

electricity, known as ‘power-to-liquid’.  

In summer 2018, for example, the Hemmingstedt-based company, together with five other partners 

from industry and science and under the direction of the University of Bremen, commenced work on 

the KEROSyN100 research project funded by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and 

Energy. The aim of the project is to develop and produce environmentally friendly, synthetic 

kerosene using wind energy. ‘Synthetic fuels are the future. The location of our refinery offers a 

significant benefit for the production of these new fuels. We have the wind energy, and thus the 

necessary power, directly on our doorstep. To set the course for tomorrow, today, we are providing 

our expertise and opportunities to support the research and implementation of these renewable 

fuels,’ says Jürgen Wollschläger, managing director of Raffinerie Heide.  

You can find further information about the study using the following links: 

https://www.zukunftsheizen.de/presse/presse/prognos-studie.html 

https://www.zukunftsheizen.de/ueber-iwo/projekte-und-studien/prognos-studie.html  
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The study was commissioned by the Institut für Wärme und Oeltechnik e. V. (IWO), the 

Mittelständische Energiewirtschaft Deutschland e.V. (MEW), the Mineralölwirtschaftsverband e.V. 

(MWV) and the UNITI Bundesverband mittelständischer Mineralölunternehmen e. V. 

About Raffinerie Heide 

Raffinerie Heide GmbH is part of the Klesch Group and is one of the largest employers in Dithmarschen, Schleswig-Holstein, 

with around 530 employees and 30 trainees. The company has an annual processing capacity of 4.5 million tonnes of crude 

oil, equal to the oil demands of the entire state of Schleswig-Holstein. The refinery with a medium-sized ethos, which was 

founded in 2010, produces traditional petroleum products such as petrol, diesel and aviation fuel. It also produces light heating 

oil and base materials for the chemicals industry. Raffinerie Heide, which is one of the most complex refineries in Europe, is 

among the best in the continent in terms of utilisation and availability thanks to its strict standards of care in relation to 

maintenance.  

 


